
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Germany’s implementation  
on three levels

Implementation in Germany

The new edition of the German Sustainability Strategy 
(Deutsche Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie: DNS) was put into force 
in January 2017. With its focus on the 2030 Agenda and 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, the DNS is the 
key framework for implementing the 2030 Agenda in 
Germany. The Federal Chancellery is in charge of the DNS. 
The new edition was developed in a broad participative 
process. With the DNS, the Federal Government is com-
mitting to an ambitious and comprehensive implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda in its entirety. The DNS anchors 
sustainability in governmental action, has an  international 
dimension and underlines Germany’s global responsibility 
and the global effects of action taken in Germany. It de-
fines implementation measures for achieving all 17 SDGs 
in, through and with Germany. 63 indicators have been 
formulated, of which 11 have an international orientation. 
The DNS features diverse connections with DC and thus 
illustrates that DC contributes significantly to the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Germany also has a well-developed sustainability Manage-
ment System. The three most important committees are 
the State Secretaries’ Committee for Sustainable Develop-
ment, the Parliamentary Advisory Council on Sustainable 
Development and the Council for Sustainable Development.

Background 

The 2030 Agenda is the new framework for international 
cooperation and serves as a political guideline for German 
development cooperation (DC). The Agenda has historical 
significance and establishes a new universally applicable 
paradigm of sustainable development. Every country is 
called upon to adjust its national development and / or sus
tainability strategy to the requirements of the 2030 Agenda 
and to implement it. Merely working through the indi
vidual goals without looking at the interlinkages and over
arching implementation principles is not sufficient for the 
purposes of the 2030 Agenda. 

For the Federal Republic of Germany, the 2030 Agenda 
serves as a guiding compass for all policy fields. 

The implementation of the 2030 Agenda by the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit 
und Entwicklung: BMZ) focusses on three pillars: 

•	 Implementation in Germany 

•	 Implementation	with	and	in	partner	countries	

•	 Implementation	in	the	framework	of	international	
	organisations

Much of what happens and is done in Germany negatively 
affects sustainable development in other countries. This 
concerns many policy areas, but also the behaviour of each 
individual, e.g. the change towards sustainable consump
tion and production patterns. The 3-pillar	model accounts 
for these interlinkages.
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Implementation in the framework of 
 international organisations

After the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, the Federal Govern
ment has committed itself to actively support accompany 
the implementation, too. At the international level, 
 Germany therefore advocates for accountability as a fun
damental principle, a robust review mechanism and the 
strengthening of the Highlevel Political Forum (HLPF) as 
a central institution for reviewing the 2030 Agenda. The 
Federal Government presented the first German Voluntary 
National Review Report on the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda at the HLPF in 2016. 

Moreover, Germany engages itself internationally for sci
ence to play a stronger role and to anchor the 2030 Agenda 
in multilateral fora such as the G20, the UN, the EU and 
development banks. The EU should implement the 2030 
Agenda both in its external relations and in those internal 
policies which also have global impacts. Under the German 
G20 Presidency, the regional focus on Africa is one of 
 several important initiatives to further strengthen the G20’s 
sustainable approach in the context of the 2030 Agenda.

Implementation with and in partner countries

The 2030 Agenda moves beyond the old donorrecipient 
model, as every country has to make tangible contributions 
to the global achievement of the 17 Sustainable Develop
ment Goals. In addition to the implementation in Germany, 
it is the priority of the Federal Government to support 
partner countries in their transformation processes in the 
best possible way.

The implementing organisations play an important role 
here. In the same way, the holistic approach of the  
2030 Agenda requires a change of thinking within the 
German DC.

The BMZ aligns German development policy as well as 
internal processes and instruments towards the implemen
tation of the 2030 Agenda. The central message is that the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda goes beyond the 
SDGs: the implementation principles illustrate the new 
quality of the agenda. At GIZ, the implementation of the 
agenda, including the principles, forms part of this year’s 
company strategy up to 2019. 

The BMZ has also set up the 2030 Implementation Initia
tive for implementing the 2030 Agenda, which is realised 
by GIZ. With this programme, partner countries are sup
ported in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in three 
fields of action (policymaking, mobilisation of financing 
and strengthening of the monitoring and review capacities). 
58 million Euros have been made available for the technical 
cooperation since 2016.


