
 European sustainability policy in the German Bundes tag 
since 2004. The Council also examines the government’s 
sustainability impact assessment of draft legislation. 

c) German Council for Sustainable Development (Rat  
für Nachhaltige Entwicklung, RNE), which advises the 
German government on all issues related to sustainable 
development and promotes sustainability within society 
since 2001. The RNE develops contributions to the 
DNS and identifies concrete fields of action and projects 
to promote sustainable development. 

New edition of the DNS

On 11th January 2017, the German Federal Government 
adopted the new version of the National Sustainable 
 Development Strategy. The DNS defines the Federal 
 Government’s political programme for implementing the 
2030 Agenda in Germany. It is Germany’s commitment to 
the comprehensive implementation of the 2030 Agenda 
with its 17 SDGs. In this way, Germany is taking the 
 universality principle of the 2030 Agenda into account 
since every country is a developing country in the spirit of 
the 2030 Agenda. The DNS 

(1) is aligned to the 2030 Agenda and structured along 
all 17 Sustainable Development Goals,

(2) addresses the three dimensions of sustainable 
 development equally, 

(3) is more internationally oriented than its predecessor 
strategies and emphasises Germany’s global responsi-
bility, and 

(4) includes 63 indicators with targets up to 2030,  
which identify the action needed to reach each of the 
17 SDGs. 

Background

Germany’s National Sustainable Development Strategy 
(Deutsche Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie, DNS) provides the key 
framework for implementing the 2030 Agenda in Germany. 
With the 2016 progress report, the DNS was revised. It is 
structured along the 17 sustainable development goals 
(SDGs). Sustainable development is a top political priority 
in Germany. That is why the Federal Chancellery has the 
lead responsibility for the DNS and its revision. In addition 
to the most important institutions of the German sustain
ability architecture (see below), all government depart
ments, national and international experts as well as German 
civil society were involved in the revision process. Sustain
ability policy is not a new field for Germany. The German 
Federal Government presented its first National Sustain
able Development Strategy in 2002.

Sustainability Management System

Germany serves as a role model in the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda. This is due in particular to its interna
tionally recognised Sustainability Management System.

The most important committees are the

a) State Secretaries’ Committee for Sustainable Develop-
ment (Staatssekretärsausschuss für nachhaltige Ent
wicklung), which is chaired by the Federal Chancellery. 
The members of this Committee are state secretaries 
from all federal departments. Its mandate includes 
 accompanying the further development of the content 
and the implementation of Germany’s National Sustain
ability Development Strategy.

b) Parliamentary Advisory Council on Sustainable 
 Development (Parlamentarischer Beirat für Nachhaltige 
Entwicklung, PBNE), which monitors national and 
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SDG indicators. Topics related to development cooperation 
are illustrated with a total of ten indicators concerning 
SDGs 5, 6, 8, 12, 13, 15, 16 and 17. Of these, half are 
based on the global indicators.

The new edition of the DNS was the beginning of a 
forward- looking process. As early as 2018, the DNS was 
updated, including the revision of the principles of sus-
tainable development (formerly management rules) and 
the inclusion of further objectives and three new indica-
tors, as well as the adaptation of existing indicators. For 
example, the BMZ contributed indicators on food security 
(SDG 2) and sustainable public procurement (SDG 12). 
In 2018, the goals set in the DNS were reviewed for the 
first time (Destatis Indicators Report 2018).

Also in 2018, at the request of the German Federal Gov-
ernment, the RNE organised a third peer review on the 
implementation status of the DNS by international experts. 
To face up to a critical analysis of one’s own sustainability 
policy underlines Germany’s pioneering role in sustainable 
development.

In 2019, the Sustainability Programme of the Federal 
 Administration is to be revised as part of the DNS. An 
important area is the path towards a climate-neutral federal 
administration. With its announcement to become climate 
neutral by 2020, the BMZ has set decisive standards in 
this area and will work towards concrete targets for the 
federal administration.

Next steps 

The next steps concerning the DNS are: 

2020: Next progress report 

2021:  Germany reports at the High-Level Political 
 Forum of the United Nations 

For each SDG, the sustainability strategy therefore presents 
Germany’s implementation measures at three levels: Firstly, 
the DNS addresses measures with effects in Germany. 
Secondly, it deals with measures taken by Germany with 
a global impact. Thirdly, measures with Germany and 
the partner countries are defined in form of bilateral 
 cooperation. 

Implementing the DNS

All ministries bear joint responsibility for implementing 
the DNS and thus also for the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda in Germany. Their respective contributions 
come from the policy fields for which they are responsible 
and are to be coordinated with the other ministries as well 
as the states and local authorities. Regular meetings of 
 federal and state governments are held to exchange experi-
ences on sustainability activities (Bund-Länder-Erfahrungs-
austausch). In order to further strengthen the coherence of 
political measures, Ministry Coordinators for Sustainable 
Development have been appointed in all ministries as 
 central contact persons. As part of a multi-stakeholder 
 approach, the RNE set up four Regional Hubs for Sustain
able Development Strategies (Regionale Netzstellen Nach-
haltigkeitsstrategien, RENN) which act as information and 
action platforms for stakeholders and initiatives working 
on sustainable development at federal, state and local level. 

Reviewing the DNS 

One important principle of the 2030 Agenda is accounta-
bility. It is based on indicators that measure progress in 
achieving the SDGs at national and international level. At 
the international level, 231 indicators have been adopted 
to measure the progress in achieving the SDGs. In Germany, 
63 indicators monitor the implementation of the DNS. 

All ministries participated in developing the indicators for 
the DNS. Of the 63 indicators, one third (21) are similar 
and seven indicators are (largely) congruent with the global 
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