
framework of the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Climate 
Change Agreement, featured prominently in the German 
G20 agenda. 

2030 Agenda in the G20

Even the preamble of the G20 declaration of the heads of 
state and government cites the global challenges with 
 reference to the 2030 Agenda (terrorism, displacement, 
poverty, hunger, job security, health, climate, energy, in
equality, sustainable development, stability). In addition, 
the G20 “commit to further align our actions with the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its integral 
part, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for 
 Development, domestically and internationally, including 
in support of developing countries and the provision of 
public goods.”

„Hamburg update“
Sustainable development has been included in the mission 
statement of the 2030 Agenda as a focal point of the 
 German presidency. The G20 Action Plan for the imple
mentation of the 2030 Agenda, and the HighLevel 
 Principles adopted therein were specified in more concrete 
terms and reinforced with the “Hamburg Update”. The 
Action Plan was already adopted under the Chinese presi
dency in 2016. The HighLevel Principles emphasize the 
universal and transformative nature of the 2030 Agenda 
and underline the significance of sustainable development 
in the three dimensions of sustainable development. 

The Hamburg Update brings together the collective actions 
already adopted in preceding years. Moreover, across  
all strands of work, the chapeau of the document collates 
all G20 actions agreed in 2017 with reference to the  
2030 Agenda. In this way, the action plan including the 

Background

The G20 members represent approximately two thirds of 
the world population. They generate almost 90% of the 
worldwide gross domestic product (GDP). However, the 
G20 countries are also responsible for approximately 75% 
of the global greenhouse gas emissions. 

Originally, only government representatives with responsi-
bility for financial and economic policy met within the 
G20 framework. During the 2008 financial and economic 
crisis, it became clear, however, that any successful han-
dling and overcoming of such crises requires coordination 
at the highest political level. Since then, heads of state  
and government have therefore also participated in the 
G20 process. 

In 2010, under the Canadian Presidency, the G20 Develop-
ment Working Group (DWG) was established. In the 
same year, in Seoul, development issues also found their 
way onto the summit agenda for the first time. The adop-
tion of the so-called “Development Consensus for Shared 
Growth” supplemented the commitments for achieving 
the millennium development goals. Ever since then, 
 development policy has been an integral part of the agenda 
of G20 presidencies.

The German G20 presidency

In 2017, Germany took on the G20 presidency for the 
first time. From the point of view of the 2030 Agenda,  
the summit of the heads of state and government on 
7th/8th July 2017 in Hamburg can be regarded as a success. 

In addition to continuity based on the results of preceding 
presidencies, Germany has set its own priorities. Develop-
ment and sustainability issues, with the central reference 
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At a high political level, these three countries will now 
share their experiences with regard to implementation 
 issues of the 2030 Agenda in the respective country.  
The topics for exchange and peer learning include vertical 
and horizontal policy coherence as well as the coordination 
and alignment of national sustainability strategies and 
 policies with the 2030 Agenda. 

Integration of Engagement Groups in the 
 implementation of the 2030 Agenda.
Under the German presidency, the dialogue with the G20 
Engagement Groups was carried on more frequently than 
was the case in earlier presidencies. The seven existing 
 Engagement Groups (Business20, Civil20, Labour20, 
 Science20, Think20, Women20 and Youth20) prepared 
concrete recommendations and demands individually or 
jointly. These also concern the implementation of the 
2030 Agenda. At the dialogue forums, these were handed 
over to the G20 presidency. 

For an even better interlinkage of the participatory groups 
with the G20 in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, 
the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) additionally invited more than 
100 German and international representatives from Engage
ment Groups as well as official representatives of the G20 
DWG to a workshop. The objective was to  examine and 
highlight the role and contribution of the Engagement 
Groups in the successful implementation of the 2030 
Agenda. The results of this workshop confirmed the use
fulness of an exchange of views amongst the  Engagement 
Groups and with the G20 at a working level.

The initiative of the German G20 presidency to initiate an 
exchange of views between G20 DWG representatives  
and several Engagement Groups for the first time sends a 
strong signal to future presidencies to continue such an 
exchange.

For further information, see the G20 websites of the 
 German Federal Government and the BMZ.

“Hamburg Update” represents an important basis for 
 actively involving all G20 working groups in the imple
mentation of the 2030 Agenda. 

This compilation is supplemented by additional agreements 
reflecting the G20 approach and handling of the 2030 
Agenda. As a concrete collective commitment, the G20 
supports the central role of the HighLevel Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development (HLPF). This also includes 
voluntary partnership learning efforts for the implementa
tion of the 2030 Agenda and the appeal to support this 
measure as a supplement to the voluntary national reports. 

Accountability
The G20 DWG prepares annual progress reports as well as 
comprehensive accountability reports every three years. 
The process is accompanied by the DWG Accountability 
Steering Committee, which also provides consultation on 
the further development of the accountability mechanism. 
Therefore, the annual 2017 progress report of the DWG 
records the progress achieved with regard to selected 
 preceding G20 commitments for the implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda, among other things, for the first time. 
However, this does not yet involve a substantive review of 
G20 activities. 

Voluntary Peer Learning Mechanism
With regard to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in 
their members’ respective countries, the G20 can contribute 
enormously to global goal achievement of the SDGs. But 
even at the level of the 19 largest industrialised nations 
and the EU, the question arises how the Agenda is to be 
implemented at home.

The German Federal Government was able to inspire 
 enthusiasm in the G20 partners to voluntarily and system
atically share experiences with regard to the national im
plementation of the 2030 Agenda (Voluntary Peer Learning 
Mechanism). During the HLPF the mechanism with a 
 duration of up to 12 months was officially started by the 
first group of countries (China, Germany, Mexico).  
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